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[image: image1.jpg]Introduction.
The present work is devoted to teaching in mixed ability slasses. Most language classes contain
students of mixed abilities. This happens for a number of reasons. bus mainy because of different

Iearning styles, different leaming speeds, variations in mafivation. Very often the teacher is faced with a

elass with two or more distinct levels of ability and has to think over the problem of how to meet the

needs of everyone in the class. Activity that can be productive in mixed ability classes is project work

“This can work successfully using mixed groups where the stronger hefp the weaker, but another approach

i to form groups that are at approximately the same level and assign different tasks that are appropriate to

the level of cash group. By adjusting the complexity of the fask, you can ensurc that each group has a task
that it can carry out successfully. thereby providing the correct level of challenge for the higher level
students and ot demofivaiing the weaker ones. Project work is the most productive in mixed abilities
because it carresponds to the following requirements of teaching in mixed ability classes

o Teacher is aware of his different roles.

s The tasks are adapted and appropriate fo the different abilities in Giass.

»  Teacher makes 2ood use of peer teaching and peer correction,

*  All four skills are integrated,

* Students learn to leam,

« Problem solving fasks are expected.

The problem of introducing project work into class activities has been studicd by many
methodologists and. teachers-practtioners such as Polat E. Pahomova N.Diana Fried-Booth. The
classification of projects, organization of project. stages of project work has been deveioped. All the

authors underline that project work correspands to teaching in mixed-abilty classes. But the problem of

the introduction project work in mixed abilty classes was not explored. There are no practical
recommendations how 1o use project work in mixed ability classcs.
When a teacher introduces project work into class activities he might face with the following

problems:

1. There is a risk of tuming project work into a report or some kind of investigation,

2. Both ateacher and a student are expected to change theis roles in class and they are not ready

10 do this.

3. There can be difficulties in organizing successfuly working sroups

4. Project work can become a mess if it was not carcfully planned,

5. There can be difficulties in infroducing such stage of project wrk as presentation,

6. s difficult to monitor individual work of students,

7. ‘There are some difficultes in assessing the work objectively.

‘The present work is aimed at helping (cachers to overcome some difficultics in organizing

project work in mixed ability classes.
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There’s always a risk of tuming a project into a report or som kind of investigation. To avoid
this mistake at the beginning of the project the teacher should csplain the idea of project work and
underline the following things: [13. p. 31]
' problem is taken as a principle in project work.
¥ project work is aimed at geting real product,
+ material s explored and analyzed so that a student will be able to make his own
conclusions connected with his project.
' project work begins with planning the work aimed at deciding problem and defining the
form of a product and form of presentation.
¥ the product and the stages of its development should be presented (stage of presentation)

10's better for a teacher 10 put a problem for the first project (c.g. Project “My country at a glance”

~ problem question can be “Why isn’t tourism developed in my native town?
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Project work demands from a teacher and student changing their usual roles. Project work can't

stand authoritative w:

 of teaching. The lcacher is not a source of getting new knowledge. He becomes a

consulter, an adviser, a coordinator. New role of a student is also more demanding. He has to take

responsibilty for his own progress, defining time, solving problems. To help to reaize new roles fhere

should be a list of rules for a teacher working with project work and for students

P38

- w

~

ing projects [21,

Rules for a teacher working with project.

The teacher is responsible for students making project their success and safety

He trust his students and consider them to be equal participants of the whole project work.
The teacher creales conditions for student’s autonomy and freedon

The teacher behaves as a consulter, an adviser,

The teacher inferferes in students activities only when the students ask hian or the
circumstances demand this.

Atthe stage of presentation the teacher is one of the partiipants.

Rules for the students making project.
Think how you can solve the problem set by your feacher.
Choose the name of you project, type of presentation and form of the product.
Distribute the roles and dusies among the members of your group but remember success
of the whale group project depends on friendly and cooperative work.
Txplore all possible materials and organize it in logical order if you have problems ask
your peers and teacher.
Make original design of your product.
Think over how you'll present your project
e active af prescniation ask your classmates questions and give suggestions maybe you
opinion will help them to create project vision better. Be positively critial,
Express sincers opinion of other group project, follow criteria of assessment give them a

mark




[image: image4.jpg]Organizing successfully working groups.
There can be difficulties in organizing successfully working groups not to have them you should
think beforchand about the following things:
. Group division.
«  Distributing Roles.
Project work can be individual but group work is more effective especially at the stage of

exploring materials. First projects should be sroup projecs for every student fo understand what he is
supposed to do. Project work s usually based on group work, where students can realize their potential
as well as get help from their peers. While dividing class into groups follow such points as
o The optimal number of the group is 4-3 people
« You should take info consideration the psychological compatibility among the students
in a group (good working relationships need fo be established, students must be able to
cooperate),

o The group should consist of studenis with diiferent abiliies, {11, p. 4]

Group has one tash but to carry it out they divide roles within the group for every student in a
sroup to feel responsibility, personal involvement. Each student should realize that the success of the
whole group project depends upon his own work. Having taken the role at the beginning of project work
students do foel responsibility and they do follow their dutics.

“The following example will show it. While working with projects in the 8" form (textbook by

somchow connected

Kuzovlev) the students are supposed to have five projects a year and all of them ar

with “Travelling”, that's why it was decided to call all the groups “Travel Agencics” and have the

following roles: manager, administrator, guide, sceretary. Every project students change their roles so that

at the end of the year they were able to make an individual project where student can work in all four
roles. (appendix)

There might be difficulties in distributing the roles (

5. all students want 1o be managers and

suggested that a group should fill

nobody a secrotary) to avoid them at the beginning of the project it w

the following chart:

Wame | Thielchmee | Duie | Deaios My
- | S | travelagency

Using information of the second and the third columns (traits of character and duties) it was
casier (o distribute roles. Every group was siven a fist of duics of all the roles for all the students fo
realize their roles and this list helped them to get to work easier and quicker.

List of duties:

Duties of a manager

¥ organizes the work of the whole travel agency,
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¥ writes business letters,

' plan day-to-day running business,

¥ deal with customers® complaints,

¥ make predictions,

¥ make new contacts with other travel agencies
Duties of an administrator:

V' fills in application formis,

' makes a survey,

¥ books tickets,

v advises about accommodation, transport, sightsceing.

¥ does the accounts,

v cheek guests in fout,

¥ deal with tourists” documents
Duties of a guide:

¥ plans tourist routes,

¥ makes up fourists” programmers,

¥ guides excursions,

+ puts information into web-site about new itineraries.
Duties of a secretary

¥ designs adds and documents,

v types et

v answers telephone calls,

¥ take reservations.




[image: image6.jpg]Projects do create extra work. Projects require an additional commitment, ¢

Organizational difficulties.

. in establishing

contacts, finding suitable sources of material. [21. p. 40] But work wil be casier if the following things

will be wark out before a project:

“visit card” charts,
stages planning,

available resources list.

alist with forms of presentation

a st with forms of a product

To plan the work carcfully it's betier to introduce “visit card” of the project to be filled for the

student groups. This visit card will be just a sketch for students o follow during the whole period of

making project. During next lessons they will fill in information and make corrections.

Project name

Project group |

Project idea

"ijem aim
|

| Form of the product

Type of presentation

Literature

Stages of project work should also be introduced and explained at the first lesson of project

work. ‘The stags of the project work ar as follows:

stimulus,
planning,

exploration, designing,
work on the project,
presentation,

evalyation.

The content of ¢ach stage is described in appendix # 1




[image: image7.jpg]Available resources list might exist but it is not nccessary it will make give students idea
where 1o look for information. It's better to have such a list for teachers working in small towns, where it
is difficult to find lterature in forcign language.

Name of the book or an article | Where you can get it

The choice of forms of prescnation and product is a very important organizational fask for
. Ttinfluences the originality of the project and students” interest.

participants of the proj
Forms of a product. 8. p. $1]

U Webmsite G Model 3 Newspaper
u Video-film 3 Letterto o Magazine
o Exhibition o Travel guide o Collection
U Excursion 9 Reference book o Diary

a Fairy-tale @ Forccast 2 Holiday

Forms of presentation.

2 Role play O TV- show
U Report o Holiday

9 Dialogue o Advertisement
a Paformance o Fxcursion

o Competition © Press conference
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‘The stage of presentation is very important, motivation for the next projects depends on the
resuls of presentation of the previous project. Oral reports might cause difficulties because students are
not ready to such kind of activity so presentation should be very well planned, the format and the timing
of presentation should be introduced.

‘The format of the presentation should have the following points:

< introduction of the project group,
o topic.

o aim,

o project idea,

* product.

After group presentation discussion of the projects starts when members of other groups ask
questions, make suggestions using foreign language as a means of communication. It is very dilficult for
students of the 8" form, they must be taught how fo discuss. To realize this stage of the project teasher
should introduce the following points to make the work casier for students:

* alist of conversational formulas.

« alist of possible questions according to the topic.

Whille working this project we should teach students to communicate logically and productively
soit is very important to present them some clichés
o For expressing their opmion:
Tihink /T dort think ...
Tt seems to me that...
T'm sure / 1 am not sure if’
As far as Tseeit ..
Tomy mind...
In my opinion.
As forme...
Probably it's truc but I heard / read that...
o For agreeing or disagreeing:
Tagree with the view that
1 think 5o too,
You arc absolutely right...
Thar's true....
Thave the same view...

Tean't say that...




[image: image9.jpg]Lam not sure that
T am sorry but T don’t think that.
Idoubt it
L am afiaid you are wrong.
T'd rather not..
T don’t think it's good idea. .
Thave a different opinion..
You'd better...
For generalizing ideas
On the whole...
In general...
Al things considered. 'd say. ..
To sum up, I'd recommend...
For connecting parts of presentation
First..
Second.
Third...
Besides...
To clear up some things
Tam sorry I don’t know the meaning of the word. .
I couldn’t understand ...
To make a suggestion
Maybe you should...
Why don’t you...
It's good idea to...

If I were vou I would...
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Project work is ideal teaching technique for mixed ability classes. It is a form where every student
can develop all four language skills. But project work won't be effective without monitoring the results of
every student. Tt is very important to follow how four skills come into operation. The problem is how to
‘monitor, what ools to choose.

The first very important point is self-assessment. Tn project work students become responsible

should be able 1o evaluate the work they've carriod out. Lor this there can

for their awn Jearning and they
be introduced the following tools.

 Leamer's Diary,

« Questionnaires. [21, p. 40]

Teacher and students analyze these questionnaires during foedback. It's better for the teacher to
Keep this questionnaire for deeper evaluation at the end of the vear.

As far as project work is planned for the whole year, begins from the first lesson of the unit and
continuous up io the end of e unit it might be useful 10 introduce Learners Diary. Stadents have more
freedom in Keeping it but we should introduce the format of a dairy. It should include information about
the roles. they've chosen. their duties, materials they ve used, good and bad points of their projects,
recommendations for students who will have the same role o the same topic of the project in future. S0
they answer the question “What have you done to get prepared for the project?”

Teacher can also monitor individual development of students with the help of the following
tools:

+  Diagnostic test,

© Eiror comreotion lists.[21, p. 42]

« Analysis of individual projects.

Diagnostic test will show the real level of students™ skills at the beginning of the year. At the
end of the yaar the individual project will show if there’s a progress in mastering four language skills.

At the stage of presentation there can be open-ended method of monitoring errors - error

student. In the left column he points a mistake and

Teacher has a separate card for ever

encourages student (o practice self-correction
Itis very important to end a project with feedback during which a teacher and a student

cooperate and analyze the data both of them collected. The aim of foedback is not to criticize but to

encourage and cxtend self-cvaluation, 1o sort out problems and try to avoid them in organizing the

following projects.
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Tis difficult (0 assess project work objectively because it is creative work and teacher of English
should take into consideration development of language skills; besides. it is group work and a mark
should be given to every student. To avoid subjectiveness in assessing teacher should:

1. use all forms of assessment: sclf-assessment, teacher's assessment. group assessment,

give two marks for the product of the project and presentation of the project.
3. follow the criteria for project assessment and project presentation (criteria for project

assessment and project presentation are described in appendix # 2, #1)

Criterfa for project assessment:{13, p.23]

o leamer’s autonom;

o sufficiency of the topc.

o the building of the project (presence of all necessary components, their
organization and coherence in project),

o the quality of project product,

o originality of project design.

Criteria for project presentation:
o timing,
o use of visuaks,
o prosentational skills,
« organization skills.

* answering questions,

‘mastery of conversational formalas.

If project is assessed not only by the teacher and students’ and group opinion is taken into
ind discussed beforchand

consideration, criteria for presentation and project asscssment were introduced

the work will be assessed objectively.
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Parts of the Guide Contents
2) what is mixed-ability group
Introduction 1) problems of introducing project work into class

activities

1. Is project a report?

) specific features of project technique

2. Difficulties in changing
roles

2) rules for a teacher working with project
b) rufes for the students making project

3. Organizing successfully
working groups

) problems of group division
b) problems of distributing roles

5. Difficulties at the stage
. of presentation

4. Organizational 2) student's guide
difficulties b) stages of project work
) the format of presentation

b) using of foreign language as a means of
communication

6. Difficuties of monitoring
individual progress of
students

2) tools of self-assessment
b) tools of monitoring of individual progress of students
by the teacher

7. Objectiveness in
assessment

a) criteria for project assessment
b) criteria for assessment of project presentation
) how to avoid subjectiveness in assessing

8. Appendix





